
 



 

Howard Hackney LLP   Market Focus  

Think about what your financial, business and personal 
objectives are for the immediate future.  

 
Now imagine the significant benefits to you or your 

company if you were being looked after by an advisory 
practice of Chartered Accountants at the top of its 

game. A practice that brings to the table 25 years of 

Partner level experience at Grant Thornton, a CBI 
national award for ñBest Business Adviserò and a wealth 

of specialist experience dedicated to meeting the needs 
of privately owned or family businesses, high net worth 

individuals and professional practices across the UK. 

 
Welcome to Howard Hackney LLP. 

 
Howard Hackney LLP represents a new generation of 

advisory only practice of Chartered Accountants. This 
allows them to use their expertise to focus on the 

strategic business, tax and personal advice you really 

need without the added complications of compliance 
work such as audits, tax returns and computations. 

Your existing accountants can take care of this in the 
most cost effective way. 

A ñWholisticò approach 

What sets Howard Hackney LLP apart is their ability to 
make you feel like you are their only client. They 

become your ñcritical friendò and key advisor steering 
you through the minefield that i s the business and 

financial world today.  
 

Imagine trusting your advi sor implicitly in a world where 

they fully understand your unique situation, they know 
your goals & objectives intimately and where you would 

never be sold an ñoff-the-shelfò solution. Their ability to 
appraise your ñwholeò situation and have the skills and 

experience to identify critical success points defines 

their status as a truly ñWholisticò advisory practice. 
Welcome to the ñwholisticò approach. 

Mid market privately owned and family  businesses 
typically with a turnover between £1m and £30m and 

high net worth individuals with total wealth in excess of 
£1m.  They can be at any stage of their life cycle from 

start up to exit and can be growing, declining or stable. 
Geography is not a barrier but clients are typically in the 

North West of England, North Wales and an increasing  

number in London and The South East. 
 

Nature of Work  
 

¶ Mergers, acquisitions & disposals 

¶ Succession planning   

¶ Profit sharing & performance enhancement 

¶ Tax structuring and consulting   

¶ Financial modeling 

¶ Project management 

¶ Funding solutions 

¶ Benchmarking 

¶ Pension structures 

¶ Management structures 

¶ Capital structure 

¶ Retained advisor 

 

Specialism  
 

¶ Family business 

¶ Professional practices 

¶ Leisure 

¶ Motor retail 

 

Technical Discip lines  
 

¶ Corporate finance 

¶ Tax consultancy & planning 

¶ Strategic planning 

¶ Personal wealth planning 



 

Dave is a Chartered Certified Accountant with significant experience in advising 
growing entrepreneurial businesses on a wide range of matters and with Howard 
was a key driver of the success of Special Projects in Grant Thornton Liverpool. He 

has a particular interest in fund raising and corporate finance with specialisms in 
technology and waste management along with family businesses and professional 

practices. Like Howard he takes much satisfaction in ñmaking it  
happenò. 
 

e: dave.foran@howardhackney.co.uk  t: 01925 211270 

Dave Foran 

In October 2008 Howard left Grant Thornton UK LLP, where he had been a partner 

for over 25 years, to establish his own boutique practice to provide an all round 
advisory service. His various roles at Grant Thornton have included Warrington 
office Managing Partner, North West Regional Marketing Partner and membership 

of the national Partner appointment panel.  Latterly he has been Head of Family 
Business nationally and leader of the Liverpool office Special Projects team. He 

writes and broadcasts regularly in local and national media and is a well known 
speaker at conferences and seminars.  In 2002 he was CBI Best Business Adviser. 
 

e: howard.hackney@howardhackney.co.uk  t: 07968 059 363 

Howard Hackney 

Ray has vast taxation experience in both the public and private sectors, having 
worked initially in the Inland Reven ue as a senior Tax Inspector for 14 years, 

before moving to professional practice, latterly at Grant Thornton as a senior tax 
manager for 19 years in both the Warrington and Liverpool offices.  

 
e: ray.ashurst@howardhackney.co.uk  t: 07855 332225 

Ray Ashurst 

Nigel had a 34 year banking career with RBS / NatWest prior to joining Howard 

Hackney LLP as an associate in 2009. Qualifying professionally (ACIB) in 1981 he 
was London based prior to relocating to the North West in 1992, working since 
then with SME clients. Latterly he has had leadership roles at RBS as Commercial 

(mid market) direc tor for Chester, North Wales and Warrington.  He was 
responsible for the establishment and direction of the specialist UK holiday and 

home parks team. 
 

e: nigel.barkway@howardhackney.co.uk  t: 07501 894230 

Nigel Barkway 

Tony qualified as a Chartered Accountant in 1984. For the next twenty years he 
worked in practice and from 1990 as a partner in a well known Liverpool based 

firm, providing advice to a range of predominantly SME clients. He then joined a 
client as a member of an MBO team taking an equity stake.  The business grew 
significantly and Tony then managed the sale of the company to an international 

acquirer.  He joined Howard at Grant Thornton in 2007 and then as an Associate of 
Howard Hackney LLP. He takes a ñhands onò approach to addressing and resolving 

the practical issues faced by his clients and in implementing their strategic 
decisions. 
 

e: tony.handford@howardhackney.co.uk  t: 07533 118151  

Tony Handford 


